These students are learning basic Korean at the Defense Language Institute.

we'll be using them again in the future"
Koenighaus explained. "We have to take this
knowledge and build on it. It's like algebra-you use
what you just learned to get through the next step."

"I have kept a 'mini-glossary' of words we've
learned since the beginning," Pierce said. "I've got
about 5,500 words listed. Plus, we recently started
learning Chinese characters, and I've already listed
about 100 of those."

"Students must have a really strong background
in English grammar, punctuation and sentence
structure," said Vose. "Each language is taught
using English grammar terminology. For example, if
they don't know how to conjugate verbs in English,
they'll have a hard time in Korean."

Studying includes not
thinking in English.

"Good study habits are extremely important,"
Vibbert said. "Some students can make good grades
in high school without trying. Here, I guarantee
they'll have to organize and maintain good study
habits.

"Studying includes not thinking in English," he
continued. "Often, literal translations from English
to Korean don't work. For example, translating
'Hello, how are you' using the correct Korean words
literally translates as 'Are you doing things in peace
and tranquility?' Students need to think like a
native Korean when speaking as opposed to directly
translating the English words into Korean."

In addition to learning the language, students
learn about the country's culture, including history,
music, dance, foods, styles of dress and generally
what to expect when they arrive in country.
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The jobs students will
fill are mostly combat-
related and will become
vital in wartime
situations.

The jobs students will be filling in the military are
mostly combat-related and will become vital in war-
time situations. Their vocabulary increases when
they attend a military enhancement course, which
teaches them to translate military terminology from
English to the foreign language and vice versa. "For
example," Pierce said, "our Army messages refer to
numbers of platoons and divisions, grid coordinates,
and other military terms. I must translate those
numbers and messages with absolute accuracy. If I
make a mistake, a platoon could be sent into a
danger zone."

Throughout the course, students receive quarterly
grades, which are totalled at the end for a final
grade. In addition, students take an end-of-course
Defense Language Proficiency Test (DLPT) to see
how well they use what they've learned.

From the beginning, students work toward the day
when they'll take and pass the DLPT. "The DLPT
tests us on how well we use the language, rather
than how well we've memorized words and phrases,"
Koenighaus said.

"Over the months of the course," he concluded,
"students have found that the best way to become
comfortable with the language is live, eat and dream
it. When it is absolutely vital, the language will
become second nature to us like it is for the instruc-
tors." O
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